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FROM ROCKY REDD, 

Compiled and Edited by Veronica Bagwell 

Many Blessings 

 

 You probably know that I manage our Blessing Box. With your generous donations each month I 

stock it and clean it out three times a week. People in our community also bring food items to our  

Blessing Box. I often meet people who come because they are in need. I talk with them and get to know 

what they need and try to provide those things. I also invite them to our Welcome Table for a free meal 

on Thursdays. 

 

 Several weeks ago I met a man, Mr. Jones, who drove into our parking lot just as I was finishing. 

Thinking he was waiting to go to the box I spoke to him and we talked. He told me he used to be a  

member here at Groce and told me about how much our church meant to him and his family. 

 

 He said they moved to the Beverly Hills community in 1956 and began coming to Groce Methodist 

church. He told me he served as acolyte and sat next to Rev. Groce in the chancel when Rev. Groce came 

to preach. He said he was confirmed here, attended Sunday School and other programs here. He told me 

he loved this church. He asked about the Asbury addition because it wasn’t here when they were here. He 

and his family moved away in 1964 but he has always thought about our church. We shared things going 

on now and things that went on back when he was here. This was only the second time he’s been able to 

come back to visit. 

 

 He and his wife live outside Washington, DC now. They had been on vacation in Florida but he  

really wanted to drive through Asheville so he could come by and see if the church was still here. They 

were continuing their drive back to DC that day or he would have come to service the next day. I told 

him about our on-line streaming and archived worship services and he said he would definitely check it 

out. I thanked him for coming by and for sharing his memories and love for our church. What a blessing it 

was for him and for me. 

 

 I have been coming to Groce United Methodist Church for 20 years since I first came to Asheville 

in April 2004.. I have participated in many events, programs, Welcome Table, Sunday School, Vacation  

Bible School, choir and Blessing Box. I have loved my experiences here and look forward to many more in 

the future. I look forward to our Roundtable gatherings in the next weeks. With everyone’s help we can 

love our neighbors and bring more people to Christ as we are called to do. I hope you will plan to attend 

with an open heart, open mind and perhaps with ideas that will help shape our future here at Groce  

United Methodist Church. 
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 Your Leadership Committee, through the work of our Finance Team, is pleased to share our first Quarter 

(January 1, 2024 ~ March 31, 2024) financial results. 
 

 Here is a summary of the financial information: 
 

  1st Quarter: January 1, 2024 ~ March 21, 2024 
 

  Chart 1: Restricted Fund Balances 
 

  Chart 2: Actual Financial Results compared to Operating Budget 
 

  Chart 3: Pie Chart - depicting Revenues 
 

  Chart 4: Pie Chart - depicting Expenditures 
 

 If you have any questions, please feel free to contact any of the following: 
 

  True Morse; TL3 Chairperson; 743.999.1769; truemorse@gmail.com 
 

  John Smith; Finance Chairperson; 828.299.3993; jsmith@aol.com 
 

  Jim Ariail; Financial Secretary; 828.778.8355; jimariail@yahoo.com 
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 Material Donations 
 

 Groce is a loving, generous church. Many people have donated furniture, medical supplies, etc. We really 

appreciate your contributions but we have reached the saturation point. As a result, we are implementing a new 
policy. 
 

 Effective immediately, please do not drop off material donations without first calling the church secretary 

and validating our need. This will ensure that we do not simply function as a warehouse. We only want to store 

items that we know will benefit the mission of our church and within a reasonable period of time. 
 

 On a side but related note, stay tuned for information on a large, church-wide cleanup effort in the future. 

 

~ Submitted by Will Troxell (Trustees Chairperson) 

In an effort to streamline communication and avoid any confusions, the following actions will be taken into 

affect effective immediately: 
 

• Any Bulletin Board advertisements (including the church-wide calendar) will be taken down by the person who 

posted it. 
• Any church space usage by a church member or outside organization must confirm date, time, and nature of the 

event with Veronica no less than three weeks prior to the said event. If there is a last minute request, there will 

be no guarantees that the requested space, date, or time will be available. 

• The church office is no longer a “drop-off” zone. If you would like to leave something for another church  

member, please use the provided table outside the back Sanctuary door. 
 

 We thank you for your understanding and look forward to better communication with you! 
 

~Submitted by the Communications Team 

 

Jan D’Amico 

Fair Haven Forest City Assisted Living 

 Room 18 

830 Bethany Church Rd. 
Forest City, NC, 28043 

 
We are looking for volunteers to take Communion to 

our Homebound members! How it works: a team of 

two members would take Communion to a designated 

Homebound member once every quarter. For more  

information or to volunteer, please contact Gail  

Sherman: 828.231.6355 
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05/01 Sharon Haberfield 

 Maro Slaughter 

05/04 Tim Kilmer 

 Kelley Woehl 

05/05 Judy Arnold 

 Bob Briggs 

05/06 Ryan Moore 

05/07 Christy Goforth 

 Liz Ream 

05/08 Mary Pisano 

 Sara Werling 

05/09 Pam Butler 

05/12 Caroline Morris 

05/13 Ari Moore 

05/17 Brittany Luckadoo 

05/19 Neysa Hurt 

05/23 Chance Towery 

05/25 Annette Coleman 

05/28 Sarah Taylor 

05/29 JoAnn McGough 

 Nancy Saxman 

05/30 Natalie Taylor 

05/31 Andie Jackson 

05/27 Margaret & Tom Kuhn (46) 

05/31 Max & Ruth Phillips (65) 
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