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The Weeds 
Making Room For Others to Grow 

esus told them another parable: “The 
kingdom of heaven is like someone who 

planted good seed in his field. While people 
were sleeping, an enemy came and planted 
weeds among the wheat and went away. When 
the stalks sprouted and bore grain, then the 
weeds also appeared. 

 “The servants of the landowner came 
and said to him, ‘Master, didn't you plant good 
seed in your field? Then how is it that it has 
weeds?' “‘An enemy has done this,' he  
answered. “The servants said to him, ‘Do you 
want us to go and gather them?' " But the 
landowner said, ‘No, because if you gather the 
weeds, you'll pull up the wheat along with 
them. Let both grow side by side until the  
harvest. And at harvest time I'll say to the  
harvesters, First gather the weeds and tie 
them together in bundles to be burned. But 
bring the wheat into my barn.'" 

 Matthew 13:24-30 CEB 

 

 Recently, while admiring a vibrant bed of 
wildflowers swaying gently in the breeze. The 
colors were striking, and the scene felt almost 
sacred. As I stood there taking it all in, I was 
reminded of the definition of a weed. While 
participating in a nature walk, the ranger  
began pointing out the weeds growing among 
the flowers we were admiring. Curious, I 
asked, “How do you know what’s a weed and 
what isn’t?” He smiled and said simply, “A 
weed is anything you don’t want.” 

 His response stuck with me. 

 Isn’t it true that in our own lives, we  
often carry what we might call “weeds”? 
Struggles we’d rather not deal with. Pain from 

loss. Regret over past actions or missed  
opportunities. Weeds are those things we wish 
we could pull out and be done with. But even 
Jesus, in one of His parables, spoke of weeds 
growing among the wheat.. 

 It made me wonder: when God looks at 
the garden of humanity, what does God see? 

 Does God see weeds among the  
flowers—or something more? 

 One of my favorite childhood characters, 
Winnie the Pooh, once said, “Weeds are flowers 
too, once you get to know them.” That quote 
carries more wisdom than it first appears to. 
How often are we quick to judge others before 
we truly know them? We may look at 
someone’s appearance, culture, past, or  
struggles and decide—consciously or not—that 
they are a weed. But what if they’re just a 
flower we haven’t taken the time to  
understand? 

 What if the struggle we have gone 
through, with time, blossoms into a beautiful 
opportunity? 

 I know my own life isn’t free from flaws. 
Yet I hope, with all my heart, that God sees me 
as one of God’s flowers—a child still growing, 
still evolving. And I pray that I can learn to see 
others the same way. 

 Maybe our job isn’t to do the weeding. 
Maybe our role is to love, to listen, and to 
make room for others to bloom. The tending of 
the garden—the true judging—is best left to 
the One who planted it in the first place. 

 Let’s try to see the garden the way God 
does: full of color, potential, and grace—even 
in places we least expect. 

J 
STORY BY JILL RHINEHART 
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Birthdays & Anniversaries 
06/01 Harry Gibbs 

06/06 Max Phillips 

 Handley Rhein 

06/07 Carole Gilham 

 Laura Harrelson 

06/08 Loring McIntyre 

06/14 Calli Hamrick 

06/15 Irene Griffin 

06/16 Donnella Boyd 

06/17 Sasha Hayes 

06/24 Gary Brockway 

 Charlotte Dean 

 Lindsey Hamrick 

 Zach Hamrick 

06/27 Anna-Lee Franklin 

 Lilly-Kate Franklin 

06/28 Skylar Geer 

 Tabitha Meadows 

06/08 Judy & Larry Sexton (56) 

06/09 Dennis & Pam Butler (18) 

06/20 Dixie & Frank Quinlan (66) 

06/23 Bob & Tracey Briggs (41) 

 Brenda & Patrick Guilfoyle (41) 

 Allen & Louise Holden (41) 

 Gary & Linda Lankton (52) 

06/30 Bob & Joan Cauble (69) 

Outreach Financial Update 
UPDATE BY JANE WILLIAMS 

 At the April Outreach Ministry meeting, Linda Geer gave this report regarding Welcome 

Table. Because of an outpouring of donations, Welcome Table had a bank balance of over 

$11,000. Maro Slaughter and Linda Geer decided to take $3,000 and donate it towards the 

principle of the building loan for the second financial quarter at Groce Church. It has always 

been their intention to help pay the utilities and expenses at the church. 

 Inspired by this action, at the May meeting, Outreach Ministry, with $3,998 in their  

restricted fund account, voted unanimously to donate $2,000 towards the principle of the 

building loan. Currently the monthly payment is $1,050 with an interest rate of 6.8%, and the 

balance of the loan is $52,458, after the Welcome Table donation.  

 Outreach Ministry hopes that this will encourage others to look at Groce’s first quarterly 

financial report emailed 5/15/25 and bring more awareness about our church’s finances as a 

whole.  

Table of Sixteen 
UPDATE BY LINDA LANKTON 

 The monthly Table of Sixteen lunch will be on Wednesday, June 18, at 11:30am at the 
Longhorn Steak House off of Tunnel Road. Anyone wanting to join us is welcome to come! 
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 TL3 Meeting Notes 
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