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From JoAnne Smith,
Giving thanks is important. It is so important that we, as a nation, pause this time of
year to reflect on the many blessings we enjoy; most of which we take for granted every
day. It is so important that we have declared a national holiday for the fourth Thursday of
November to gather together to express our thanks.
Beyond the obvious gift of life itself, to be able to experience its joys and challenges,
we as Christians know the ultimate gift of great love. We know of a love so great that God
was willing to send his only begotten son to live among us, teach us how we should live
our lives, and to die for the forgiveness of our sins.
High on my list of blessings is my church family here at Groce. I joined Groce in
1993, but didn’t become an active volunteer until 2005. Being here has proved to be one
of the most rewarding experiences of my life. Why? Because of each of you! I have learned
a great deal from you. There is a saying that goes, “The church is not the building but the
people who make up the church.” I believe this to be true. While we have been blessed
with a lovely building, so visible to our community, it is the people that make Groce a
welcoming community. It is a community where you can see and feel the love.
Whether it’s building a handicap ramp for a member in need, providing a meal for a
suffering member, or giving support spiritually, emotionally, and physically, the people of
Groce step up. You demonstrate the love that Jesus exampled for us. I have watched you
demonstrate that love over and over (I have even been on the receiving end of said love).
Thank you.
At a time when negativity rules the media on religion in general, especially among the
division around us, let us join together to give praise and thanks to God for Groce United
Methodist Church. Christianity has withstood over 2,000 years of negativity. I believe that
God will continue to bless his followers in ways we have yet to fathom.
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Working Wheels
Do you have an extra car that needs to find a new home? Imagine how difficult your life would be without a car!
Working Wheels repairs and recycles donated vehicles, transforming them into working wheels for working families.
The process is simple, the donation is tax-deductible, and the impact is real. To donate, volunteer, or learn more,
please visit www.workingwheelswnc.org or call (828)633-6888.
~Submitted by Leslie Sharpe (Vehicle Donation Coordinator)

“I am a single parent with two
boys that are into sports! I’m an
advocate for my children, and I
need reliable transportation to
get back and forth to work and
school. I want to show my boys
that giving up is not an option.
There are people that care and
are willing to help low-income
families. I call this being blessed
and very thankful!”

“I’ve been working on getting
back on my feet after an abusive
relationship. This car makes my
employment and housing
possible. I can’t thank Working
Wheels enough for their help with
making sure my kids and I have a
safe vehicle. Also, to the donor,
who selflessly donated this
vehicle, you’ve touched our
hearts and helped my sons and I
so much! Thank you!”

“This car will allow me to not
have to rely on others to get to
work. It will also allow me to
attend AA and NA meetings and
church gatherings. Thank You!”
~Kenneth

~Brittney

~Sheminiqua

Advent Bible Study

“Prepare the Way for The Lord” is our Advent study with two classes - Monday evenings (starting November 28th)
at 6:30pm and Tuesday Mornings (starting November 29th) at 10am. Written by Adam Hamilton, we will explore
the life of John the Baptist whose ministry and message was preparing Israel for the coming of Christ. As we prepare
our lives spiritually for the coming of Christ this Christmas, we will use John’s message as a way to ready us for
God’s great gift to all humankind. The cost of the books is $13.50 and will be available in the church office.
~Submitted by Gerald Davis
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Members and Friends of Groce United Methodist Church:
It is that time of year again when we begin to put together a plan and budget for the coming year. Part of
that planning process is to determine what we can expect in income in 2023. You soon should be receiving your
estimate of giving car for the coming year. These commitments enable us to plan how much income and
support we can anticipate towards our obligations and carry out our missions. I hope you will prayerfully and
thoughtfully consider your financial commitment for 2023.
The past two years have been difficult. We had to forgo in-person services for an extended period. Our
income fell considerably. Many in our congregation managed to continue giving despite the difficulties, and we
are extreamly grateful for those faithful members. Even so, we have been unable to meet some of our
obligations as a connectional United Methodist Church. We have reduced staff by eliminating the Associate
Pastor position. We still at this time of the year find ourselves in a deficit position in our Operating Funds, There
is concern that we will likely end 2022 having spent more than we have received despite our efforts to reduce
expenses. This is not sustainable.
Unfortunately, death has taken several of our most loyal members in the past two years. We need to
reach out in our efforts to encourage and invite new people. We can all take part in a renewed effort to bring
friends, neighbors, and family to our church, so that they can experience the same love and joy that we receive
from this wonderful church. Invite your friends and neighbors and offer them a ride. Contact new neighbors and
tell them how you feel about our church. Use the fliers that we have available in the church office that describes
the missions that Groce carries out and give them to neighbors, etc.
Please consider prayerfully your financial support to Groce United Methodist Church for the coming
year. If you can see your way to increasing your pledge by even a small percentage, please do so. Be a joyful
giver, knowing that you are giving to a church that provides so much spiritual support to our members and
shines the light of Christ’s love throughout our community.
God Bless Each of You,
John P. Smith, Chair
Committee on Finance
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