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From Mike Demos (Church Council Chairman),
Some of you have already attended a “town meeting” of the congregation in late June
where you heard the recommendation to simplify and change what is now our present
church council.
The new church governing system is referred to as SAS or Simplified Accountable
Structure. This new leadership structure will be made up of twelve members; nine of these
persons will serve as trustees (according to the United Methodist Book of Discipline). This
type of leadership structure is recommended by The United Methodist Church. The 2016
United Methodist Book of Discipline states, “when the membership size, program scope,
mission resources and other circumstances may require, the Charge Conference may, in
consultation with and upon the approval of the District Superintendent, modify the
organizational plans…” Its purpose is to stream-line decision making by the team; now all
members of the leadership team need not have separate meetings to discuss things that
regularly come before them; these decisions are made by the leadership team. Our ministry
or program teams will function very much in the same way, and will report their plans to
the leadership team. Now, ministries or committees will not need to send something to
Council, the council to Finance or Trustees, etc. It will all be handled in one meeting of the
leadership team.
At the town meetings, we are trying to answer your questions and then we can move
forward with approval for the change (another town meeting is Scheduled for Sunday, July
31 during the Sunday School hour). Voting will happen on August 28 at 6pm in the form of a
Church Conference, where each member may vote on its approval.
In a world of vast changes, like we have experienced over the last few years, this
model makes sense. We hope it will simplify the process we go through in our decision
making and thus provide more opportunities for mission and ministry.
We hope you will see the value in this new model with prayerful consideration.
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Living Faithfully - Coming in September!
The crucial factor that has led to the separation in our
United Methodist Church has been the topic of homosexuality,
same gender marriage and the ordination of LGBTQIA+ persons.

Living Faithfully is designed to help you understand the

shape of this debate and what it means for the present and the
future. Each chapter includes background on the Bible, Christian
theology, history, stories from diverse viewpoints, and
United Methodist structure and practice to guide reflection
and conversation. This four week class will begin in September.
Watch for more information!

~Submitted by Gerald Davis

Tailgate Ministry
Volunteers Needed

Thank You!
A BIG thank you to all who have worked so
faithfully to keep the church grounds looking
so good. These folks have planted and
watered pots at the front doors and in the
gardens by the parking lot. Others have dead
headed spent blooms, spread mulch, cleaned
up trash and pulled/killed weeds. There is
always more that could be done. If you’re
interested in helping out, call the church for
more information. (The church does pay for
the yearly care of the lawns only.)

Each Friday, two volunteer are needed to assist
with the Tailgate Ministry from 3 - 5pm. This is an
opportunity for GUMC to witness to our
community by our presence at the Tailgate Market
that takes place right here in our parking lot each
week. We set up a table with a sign saying that
“Prayer Requests Are Accepted Here” and
distribute handouts telling about our church. As
people stop by, we invite them to not only make a
prayer request, but to come to Sunday worship
services, the Welcome Table, VBS, or any other
activity we may have scheduled. Prayer requests
are relayed to the Prayer Chain. It is a fun time to
interact with out neighbors. To volunteer please
contact Jo Anne Smith: (828) 230-0619.

~ Submitted by Sally Smith
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Submitted By Gail Sherman

Some Blessing Box
Donation Suggestions
Great Options:
1. Canned Fruit & Vegetables (preferably w/ pop-tops)
2. Boxed Cereals
3. Oatmeal/Grits
4. Bags of Beans
5. Pasta
6. Rice
7. Boxed Macaroni & Cheese
8. Canned/Boxed Milk (non-refrigerated)
9. Honey/Molasses/Jelly

10. Peanut/Soy/Almond Butter
11. Canned Meats (i.e. Tuna, Chicken, Sardines, etc.)
12. Bottled Water/Gatorade
13. Soup/Broth (canned or boxed)
14. Hygiene Products (i.e. feminine sanitary napkins, toothbrush & paste, etc.)
Avoid This:
1. Any Item Opened/Not in Original Container
2. Damaged Cans/Containers
3. Perishables
4. Household Items (i.e. pillows, books, etc.)
5. Medication
* If it cannot fit INSIDE the box, please do not leave it on the ground. Try donating it to
Habitat For Humanity or Manna Food Bank.
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